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(a)  When a Vendor wants to protest a Contract awarded by a Purchasing Agency valued at less than the amount set 

forth in G.S. 143-53, the Purchasing Agency and Vendor shall comply with the following: 

(1) The Vendor shall submit a written request for a protest meeting to the Agency's executive officer 

or his or her designee within 30 calendar days from the date of the Contract award. The executive 

officer shall furnish a copy of this letter to the SPO within five calendar days of receipt. The 

Vendor's request shall contain reasons why it has a concern with the award and any supporting 

documentation. If the request does not contain this information, or if the executive officer 

determines that the protest is meritless so that a meeting would serve no purpose, then the 

executive officer may, within 10 calendar days from the date of receipt of the request, respond in 

writing to the Vendor and refuse the protest meeting request. A copy of the executive officer's 

decision letter shall be forwarded to the SPO. 

(2) If the protest meeting is granted, the executive officer shall schedule the meeting within 30 

calendar days after receipt of the request, unless mutually agreed. Within 10 calendar days from 

the date of the protest meeting, the executive officer shall respond to the Vendor in writing with 

the executive officer's decision and appeal rights under Article 3 of G.S. 150B. A copy of the 

executive officer's decision letter shall be forwarded to the SPO. 

(3) The Purchasing Agency shall notify the SPO in writing of any further administrative or judicial 

review of the Contract award. 

(b)  When a Vendor wants to protest a Contract awarded by the Secretary valued over the amount set forth in G.S. 

143-53, the SPO and Vendor shall comply with the following: 

(1) The Vendor shall submit a written request for a protest meeting to the SPO within 30 calendar 

days from the date of the Contract award. The Vendor's request shall contain reasons why it has a 

concern with the award and any supporting documentation. If the request does not contain this 

information, or if the SPO determines that the protest is meritless so that a meeting would serve no 

purpose, then the SPO may, within 10 calendar days from the date of receipt of the request, 

respond in writing to the Vendor and refuse the protest meeting request. 

(2) If the protest meeting is granted, the SPO shall schedule the meeting within 30 calendar days after 

receipt of the request, unless mutually agreed. Within 10 calendar days from the date of the protest 

meeting, the SPO shall respond to the Vendor in writing with the SPO's decision and appeal rights 

under Article 3 of G.S. 150B. 

(3) The SPO shall notify the Secretary of any further administrative or judicial review of the Contract 

award. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 143-53; 

Eff. February 1, 1996; 

Temporary Amendment Eff. February 15, 1998; 

Amended Eff. April 1, 1999; 

Readopted Eff. October 1, 2019. 

 


